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         Ex. Dir. to the Board 

Dear Friends,  
 This issue of the ARLC newsletter marks the end of our third year of literacy service to the 

community of Adrian.  It has been a year of accomplishments for our program, significant progress 

for our learners, and deeper relationships and involvement among tutors and learners with the Center.  
 As you will read on page six, the ARLC became accredited by ProLiteracy International in 

December 2010. This was no little feat, so ably coordinated by Sister Marie and Marcia Cole, and 

supported by our Board members.  The accreditation acknowledges our efforts to provide a quality 

program for our motivated learners. 
 And speaking of our learners, we on staff have remarked at their noticeable progress in liter-

acy, life skills, and confidence after being with us, some for two years or more.  The statistical data 

on page two gives evidence of that, as does the range of stories from learners in which they practiced 

writing events in sequence, sharing family experiences, and even composing Haiku poetry.  Our tu-

tors are guides par excellence, who in building relationships with their learners encourage them when 

demands of job and family could easily discourage them from staying at their studies.  The words of 

the following tutors are but a sampling of how much they learn from their learners and rejoice in their 

successes. 

 ñMy learner has taught me a lot about persistence and the joy of success no matter how     

      small.ò 

 ñBefore he started reading class, he used to hear spoken sounds at the job.  Now he can put   

       words to those sounds.ò 

 ñShe isnôt afraid now of making mistakes in her conversation.ò 

 ñEach week Iôm so happy to see his computer skills increase.ò 

 ñHer stories are written from her heart space.ò 

 
 During the summer months, we will be welcoming two new members to the ARLC staff.  

Sister Mary Kastens and Sister Joanne McCauley will be assisting Sister Marie and Sister Sarah re-

spectively with some of their areas of responsibility and will assist all of us in service to our learners.  

Mary served as principal of an elementary and middle school in Jackson, worked in the Lansing dioc-

esan religious education office, and for three years assisted in establishing the Siena Literacy Center 

in Detroit.  She recently returned to the United States after working in The Pas, Manitoba, Canada.  

Joanne is coming to us from Seattle, Washington where she has been engaged in elementary educa-

tion and administration. She brings extensive reading skills training to our program and looks for-

ward to teaching adult literacy. I know Joanne and Mary will look forward to meeting tutors, learn-

ers, and members of the Board.  
 Be safe and enjoy the summer months.  Know we remember each of you with grateful 

hearts. 

 

Sister Carleen Maly, Director 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Mary Kastens, OP                               Joanne McCauley, OP                                       

 

 

Adrian Rea  

Literacy Center 

STAFF  
Carleen Maly, OP  Director 

Mary Kastens, OP Administrator 

Sarah Cavanaugh, OP &  

Joanne McCauley, OP  

 Admin. Assistants 

Marie Schoenlein, OP Developer     

Marcia Cole, Instructor/Computer 

 Coordinator 

Jacqui Richardson, Financial  

 Coordinator 

 

W 

E 

L 

C 

O 

M 

E 



The following donors supported the Adrian Rea Literacy Center since  

          the winter 2010 newsletter. òIt is in giving that we receive.ó  -Sister Marie Schoenlein 

Adrian Rea Literacy Center 2010-2011  

Annual Report 
 

SERVED:  Diverse Population-131 

  Female-84  Male-47 
 

ESL LEARNERS-104      LITERACY LEARNERS-27 

         

  Hispanic-94        African American-5  

         African-4        Caucasian ð22 

         Asian-1        Vietnamese-2 

         French-1                Iraqi-1 

         Russian-1 
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Donors (December 1, 2010-June 30, 2011) 

Dominican Rea Literacy Corporation 

Hilda E. Bretzlaff Foundation-Multi -year grant 

Bill & Vi Sigmund FoundationñMulti -year grant 

WIA -Mich. Dept. of Labor & Economic Growth 

Betty Kubacki, OP 

Ralph & Shirley Laya 

Vivian Decker 

Joe & Nancy Cavanaugh 

Rosemary Abramovich, OP 

Carleen Maly, OP 

Steve & Victoria McDiarmid 

David & Ruth McDiarmid  

Sonia Tobon 

Robert Landini 

Arnulfo Flores 

Helen Kelley 

Rebecca Matchett 

 

Hugo Schoenlein 

The First United Methodist Church 

Hazel Leonard 

West Mack 

Patricia St. George 

Victoria Powell 

Esteban & Paula Sanchez 

Margaret McGill, OP 

George & Marcia Brand 

Marie Luisa Vasquez, OP 

Sarah Cavanaugh, OP 

Anonymous 

Mark & Judy Schroeder 

Janet Shepherd 

Mary  E. Van DeSteene 

Marie Schoenlein, OP 

Mark & Rita Hoffman  

 

In-Kind: Time, Expertise, Snacks, 
 Supplies, Equipment, Books 

 

ARLC Board Members       

Tutors                                  

Sharon Beckmann, OP        

Carol Louise Hiller, OP, Librarian      

Mark Roman                       

Sam Shermetaro                  

Joan Marconi, OP                

Catherine Henry Schmid, OP, Attendance 

Lenawee County Retired Personnel 

Virginia Corley, OP 

Robin Aldrich 

Marie Schoenlein, OP 

Sarah Cavanaugh, OP 
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33 learned money values 

45 advanced to higher level  

10 learned to budget 

5 prepared/obtained citizenship 

3 registered to vote 

15 studied pre GED material 

15 got a better job 

33 learned to use dictionary 

22 filled out applications/dr. forms 

36 wrote a story or letter 

14 read medical instructions 

72 improved spelling skills 

23 read Bible, menus, coupons, etc. 

34 improved conversation skills 

20 read newspaper for information 

20 read to children 

14 obtained driverõs license 

9 obtained library card  

3 improved math skills 

5 attended childrenõs school meeting 
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MY BABY  by SG 

 I have a baby. Her name is Valeria. She is     

fourteen months. She is charming. She likes to dance. 

She likes to give kisses to her daddy. She likes to see the  

pictures in the books. I would like to learn English to be 

able to read her books. She is a happy baby. She is     

always smiling and singing. 

 

 

 

Fun Times by JP 
 Iõm an out-going person! I like to go shopping 

at Country Market. I like to play soccer with my 

friends Lupe, Cruz, and Santiago. We like to go bike 

riding, and we like to eat at the Chinese restaurant. We 

go shopping at the Goodwill and the mall. But many 

days I canõt go out because I have to go to work.  

 

 

Our Learners Write 
(Check out more wonderful stories at www.adrianrealiteracy.org) 
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ELLAõS POTATO SALAD by ES 

One of my favorite recipes to make is my pota-

to salad recipe.  In my potato salad, I use red potatoes, 

bacon, boiled eggs, onions, and celery. First, I boil the 

potatoes and eggs. Secondly, I fry the bacon and drain 

the grease and let the bacon cool. Then I use a rolling 

pin and crush it into pieces. I chop the celery and     

onions, and then I mix all of the ingredients together. 

Next, I take a cup of pickle juice, 1 cup of mayonnaise, 

a dash of salt and pepper, and sugar. I mix these well 

together and set aside. 

Next, I slice my eggs and add one fresh tomato 

and one large dill pickle. Then I pour the mayonnaise 

mixture over the red potatoes and mix well with other 

ingredients.  

I place the mixture in a 9x13 glass dish. Then I 

arrange sliced tomatoes, eggs, and pickle on the top and 

cover with Saran Wrap. I place the dish in the refrigera-

tor until the next day. My family and friends like this 

dish, and they expect me to make it for Easter dinner 

with ham, rolls, a green vegetable and dessert.  

I really do like this dish a lot because I enjoy 

cooking dishes that my family and friends like. I enjoy 

doing this because I love to cook. 

 

LEARNING ENGLISH by AB 
 A difficult decision this year for me is learning 

pronunciation of English words. The vowels in English 

sound short and long. They are different than the   

Spanish pronunciation. This is difficult for me. Writing 

is difficult too. Spelling the words correctly is not easy. 

In the next class with my tutor, I will keep practicing 

and my English will get better. 
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MY LIBRARY by JR 

 My family Leonardo, Miguel, Daniel and I 

were invited to the program Prime Time at the Le-

nawee County Library.  When we arrived at the li-

brary, first we signed our names. There were seven 

people. I remember the names of four: Jan, Melissa, 

Katty, and Carlos. 

 They were very kind and nice. After we 

signed in, they gave us a meal, and then they read  

stories. Jan read in English and 

Melissa read in Spanish. They 

picked good books of inspira-

tion for all the families. They 

also gave us a book to read.  

The Crab Man is about not   

hurting the animals. And the 

next book, The Boy Upside Down, 

tells about a boy who came 

from the country to the city. 

He spoke Spanish and then 

started to speak English. Tommas and the Library Lady 

tells about a boy who went to the library to learn sto-

ries to tell his grandfather. The next book, Rubyõs Wish, 

tells about a girl who wanted to go to the university. 

Her grandfather helped with the money and made her 

wish come true. 

 After reading the books, they gave us a gift.  

The program, Prime Time, was excellent! 

 

Baby-Sitting by ME 

 Right now Iõm taking care of two children, 

one girl and one boy. Both of them go to school. 

 They like to watch SpongeBob and Dora the 

Explorer. I have to be ready when the bus comes. We 

go at eight oõclock, and I take them to the corner of 

the street because the bus does not stop at the house, 

and the girlõs bus comes at eleven oõclock. The boyõs 

bus stops in front of my house.  

 The parents of the children are my neighbors. 

They live in the back of my house. They are nice  

people. 

 

And Writeé 
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MY VACATION IN MEXICO by RR    

 I was happy to go to Mexico! I had to wait one 

whole year to visit with my family. 

 The first week my daughter Jessica and I were 

staying at my parentsõ home. During this time, we visited 

the Basilica of Guadalupe and visited many of my 

friends. 

 The next weekend, my son Eduardo, my broth-

er, Marcos, and my sisters, Paula and Amalia, came to 

my parentsõ home. We visited and had a wonderful time. 

After three days, we went together to San Luis Potosi to 

visit their home. 

 On June 13, together we went to the party in the 

Pueblo of San Antonio. This celebration brings many 

people together and is a huge party. All of my family 

visited the Pueblo of San Antonio to enjoy the many 

traditions of the people. It was beautiful! 

 At the end of my vacation, I was happy to come 

home to be with my husband! However, I canõt wait to 

go back to Mexico and visit my family again with my 

husband. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST SNOW by AM  

 Today it started to snow, and it covered the 

ground a little. When my daughter went to school, she 

looked at the snow and she said, òOh itõs snowing!ó 

When it is snowing, she wants to play outside with  

Yadira. They lay on the ground, and they make snow 

angels. They love the snow! 



Tutor Workshops 

January 28 & 29, 2011                  May 13 & 14, 2011 
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Deep in thought, study, and sustenance! 

Welcome to Our New Tutors! 
 

The following volunteers participated in the January  

28 & 29, 2011 and the May 13 & 14, 2011 Workshops: 

 

Mary OõNeil, OP  Julie Shultz 

Pat Spangler, OP  Anne Zilkle 

James McClenathen  Janice Popilek, CSJ 

Colleen Leddy   Marlene Kuhnlein,OP 

Susan Bach   Dianah Moore 

Sheri Pennington  Janet Shepherd 

Cassandra Kormos  Janet Flores 

John R. McVay   Mary Tomell 

Josie Alvarado   Phil Tomell 

Michael Verlinde  Sharon Ballou 

Kathleen Verlinde  Mary Sterling 

Rogelio Rincon   Edward deBaptiste 

Beth Padley   Caroline Ellmaker 

Pam Hollstein    

    

 

We fondly remember our friend and  

committed tutor, Sister Pat Wiley, OP, who 

died May 2, 2011. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat and her learner, Arnulfo Flores. 
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 On Saturday, March 12, the Adrian Rea Literacy Center participated in an annual event at the Adrian mall called 

òLeaping in Lenawee: Just Jump In!ó The day was an opportunity for residents of Lenawee County to become familiar  

with the number of services available to them and also to learn about ways in which they can serve the community.   

 To celebrate March as òReading Month,ó our Center collected over 1,500 new and gently used books to give to   

children who visited our display  

table.  While helping children find 

their favorite book, we were able to 

answer questions of prospective 

learners and tutors.  The ARLC 

Board members, tutors, and learners 

worked together to gather books and 

staff our table throughout the day.  

A great time was had by all as we 

reached out to the community!  

Leaping in Lenawee 

New òshiftó arrives: Sue Fuss,  

Sister Mary Elizabeth Crimmins, Mary Pike,  

& John Foss 

Pastor Joel Sarrault reads to 

children of all ages. 

Eager to help: Hazel Leonard, Ada Rodriguez, 

Lizbeth Perez-Cazares, Sister Betty Condon, 

Ana Bolanos, Sandra Garcia & Valeria 

Ben Negron with helper, Burt Fenby, set up 

books with Sisters Sarah Cavanaugh, Carleen 

Maly and an eager reader. 

Griselda & Lilia Garcia, Pat Sturk, and  

Tammy Justice make prospective tutor  

Pamela Hall and son happy. 

 

Learner Jennifer Rico assists her son. 

Tutor Jo Kontyko reads to a very  

interested listener. 

Sisters Marie Schoenlein & Mary OõNeill, Joan 

Verheyden, Miguel Rodriguez, Cindy Van Gor-

der and Joaquina Villar show off great books. 


